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Philippians 1:19-30
Yes, and I will rejoice, 19 for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20 as it is my eager expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life or by death.  21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.  22 If I am to live in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I cannot tell.  23 I am hard pressed between the two.  My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.  24 But to remain in the flesh is more necessary on your account.  25 Convinced of this, I know that I will remain and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26 so that in me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my coming to you again. 

27 Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the faith of the gospel, 28 and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that from God.  29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30 engaged in the same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have.

1 Corinthians 15:54b-57

54b Death has been swallowed up in victory. 

55  Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law.  57 But thanks be to God!  He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Thessalonians 4:13-14
13 But we don’t want you to be uniformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.  14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.
Psalm 68:5-6
5 A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows, is God in his holy dwelling. 6 God sets the lonely in families, he leads forth the prisoners with singing
Discussion Questions

What are you afraid of? (bugs, the dark, tight spaces, etc.)

Why does it scare you?

Does fear always make sense?

What are the two biggest fears in our society?

Why do people fear death?

Why do you fear/not fear death?

Do Christians have any reason to fear death?

Should we react to death any differently than those who don’t believe in salvation though Jesus?

What about that verse, “For me to live is Christ, and to die is gain”?

Is there really any joy in the face of death?

How does any of this affect how we face death?







