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Philippians 1:12-18
12 I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has really served to advance the gospel, 13 so that it has become known throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my imprisonment is for Christ.  14 And most of the brothers, having become confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.

15 Some indeed preach Christ from envy and rivalry, but others from goodwill.  16 The latter do it out of, knowing that I am put here for the defense of the gospel.  17 The former proclaim Christ out of rivalry, not sincerely but thinking to afflict me in my imprisonment.  18 What then?  Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed, and in that I rejoice.
Romans 8:28
And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.
Genesis 50:20
“As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today.”

Discussion Questions

Do you ever wonder why we have mosquitoes or hurricanes or Barbra Streisand?  

Does it seem like the world is supposed to be a hard place to live?

What do you think about the “Question of Evil?  (If God is all-loving and all-powerful, why do bad things happen?)
Does the Bible give us a complete explanation as to why there is so much suffering in the world?

What does it give us?

So what do we do with suffering?  

(Endure it?  Enjoy it?  Ignore it?)
What does God have planned for us in the midst of suffering?

How can we respond to what God is doing in the middle of our suffering?







