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Mark 14:32-42 
32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his 
disciples, "Sit here while I pray."  33 And he took with him Peter and 
James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled.  34 

And he said to them,  "My soul is very sorrowful, even to death. 
Remain here and watch."  35 And going a little farther, he fell on the 
ground and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from 
him.  36 And he said, "Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. 
Remove this cup from me.  Yet not what I will, but what you will."   
37 And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, "Simon, 
are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour?  38 Watch and pray 
that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak."  39 And again he went away and prayed, saying 
the same words.  40 And again he came and found them sleeping, for 
their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer 
him.  41 And he came the third time and said to them, "Are you still 
sleeping and taking your rest?  It is enough; the hour has come.  The 
Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.  42 Rise, let us be 
going; see, my betrayer is at hand." 
 

2 Corinthians 12:7-10 
7So to keep me from becoming conceited because of the surpassing 
greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming 
conceited.  8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord about this, that it 
should leave me.  9 But he said to me, "My grace is sufficient for you, 
for my power is made perfect in weakness."  Therefore I will boast all 
the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 
rest upon me.  10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when 
I am weak, then I am strong. 
 

Discussion Questions 
 
Have you ever made it through a difficult time in your life that 
you never thought you would have made it through? 
What happened?  Did the situation get easier or did you get 
stronger? 
 
 
 
 
We’ve probably read and heard this story of Jesus in Gethsemane 
many times.  What about the passage still strikes you? 
 
 
 
 
 
Did God actually say no to a prayer of Jesus? 
Did God say no to the prayer of Paul to remove the ‘thorn’? 
 
 
 
 
Why did God say ‘no’? 
What did God do in these situations? 
 
 
 
 
So, will God say ‘no’ to our prayers sometimes? 
What do you think of that? 
What will God give us even when He says no? 
Is this ‘good news’? 

 


