Discussion Questions

Fepentance
al/ld Is there anyone you want to quit forgiving?
Why are we tempted to quit forgiving?
Fevival Is saying ‘sorry’ enough?
March 6, 2011

Ezra10
* While Ezra prayed and made confession, weepingastihg himself down before

the house of God, a very great assembly of men, women, and chijatieered to him . .
out of Israel, for the people wept bitterifind Shecaniah the son of Jehiel, of the sons D0€s the reaction of the gathered crowd surprise you?

of Elam, addressed Ezra: "We have broken faith with our God asednharried What do you think caused them to have this reaction?
foreign women from the peoples of the land, but even now there iddrdgeael in

spite of this: Therefore let us make a covenant with our God to put away a# the

wives and their children, according to the counsel of my lord atitbeé who tremble

at the commandment of our God, and let it be done according to theAtese, for it

is your task, and we are with you; be strong and doTihén Ezra arose and made the

leading priests and Levites and all IstakE oath that they would do as had been said. ) ) .. .
So they took the oath. Does this whole section on promising to end the marrjages

sThen Ezra withdrew from before the house of God and went to #abeh standing out in the rain, and carrying out a three monﬂnia{ga
of Jehohanan the son of Eliashib, where he spent the night, rezithrey bread nor investigation seem bizarre to you’>

drinking water, for he was mourning over the faithlessnetiseoéxiles’And a ) ;
proclamation was made throughout Judah and Jerusalem to all tinedetuiles that What strikes you most about it?
they should assemble at Jerusaland that if anyone did not come within three days,

by order of the officials and the elders all his property shbalforfeited, and he

himself banned from the congregation of the exiles.

°Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin assembled at Jerusiltémtie three

days. It was the ninth month, on the twentieth day of the monthalttie people sat

in the open square before the house of God, trembling becausernhttés and : : : o)
because of the heavy rairAnd Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, "You have Do you believe these actions are pleasmg to God?

broken faith and married foreign women, and so increased the guithef.+ Now Why would God want such a drastic response?
then make confession to the LORD, the God of your fathers and ddlhSeparate

yourselves from the peoples of the land and from the foreign wit¥€ken all the

assembly answered with a loud voice, "It is so; we must do as yosdiaveBut the

people are many, and it is a time of heavy rain; we cannot staimel @pen. Nor is this

a task for one day or for two, for we have greatly transgdeissthis matter:Let our

officials stand for the whole assembly. Let all in our cities Wwwee taken foreign ; ;
wives come at appointed times, and with them the elders and judesery city, until After the whole book of Ezra is done, what are we lethWi

the fierce wrath of our God over this matter is turned away fis."=Only Jonathan What has it shown you about entering into God’s work in this

the son of Asahel and Jahzeiah the son of Tikvah opposed this, and Mashulla world?

and Shabbethai the Levite supported them. ; ) )
©Then the returned exiles did so. Ezra the priest selectednheeds of fathers’ houses, What does it mean for God’s church
according to their fathers’ houses, each of them designateshiny. lOn the first day

of the tenth month they sat down to examine the matied by the first day of the

first month they had come to the end of all the men who had méosregn women.



