According to Matthew
The Rest of Christmas
December 30, 2007

Matthew 2:13-23
13 Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14 And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.”
16 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17 Then was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah:

18 
“A voice was heard in Ramah,

weeping and loud lamentation,

  Rachel weeping for her children;

she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”

19 But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 20 saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21 And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. 23 And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

Discussion Questions

What was your best Christmas ever?

What made it the best?

Have you ever felt ‘post-Christmas’ let down (especially after a really great Christmas)?

Looking at what happens to Bethlehem and Jesus’ family, do you wonder what God is up to?

Why does all that bad stuff happen?

If Jesus came into the world to make things better, why didn’t they get better right away?

Why would ‘God with us’ start out like that?

Did the rest of Jesus’ life get any easier?

Why or why not?

What kind of life does God promise us?

How much is our life supposed to really be like Jesus’?

How does looking at the whole ‘Christmas story’ help us see what God is doing in the world through Jesus?

What God is doing in our lives through Jesus?

do you do every Christmas?







