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Matthew 22:15-40

15Then the Pharisees went out and laid plans to traprhitis words. '°
They sent their disciples to him along with the Hernslia“Teacher,” they
said, “we know you are a man of integrity and that yagchehe way of
God in accordance with the truth. You aren’t swayedby, because you
pay no attention to who they ar¥. Tell us then, what is your opinion? Is it
right to pay taxes to Caesar or not¥"But Jesus, knowing their evil intent,
said, “You hypocrites, why are you trying to trap ntéBhow me the coin
used for paying the tax.” They brought him a denaffiand he asked them,
“Whose portrait is this? And whose inscription?"“Caesar’s,” they
replied. Then he said to them, “Give to Caesar whaaes@ar’'s, and to God
what is God's.”?* When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left
him and went away.

2 That same day the Sadducees, who say there is noecur came to
him with a question?* “Teacher,” they said, “Moses told us that if a man
dies without having children, his brother must marry tidow and have
children for him. 2> Now there were seven brothers among us. The fiest on
married and died, and since he had no children, he leftifego his
brother. % The same thing happened to the second and third brotHer, rig
on down to the seventi! Finally, the woman died?® Now then, at the
resurrection, whose wife will she be of the severcesall of them were
married to her?"?° Jesus replied, “You are in error because you do not
know the Scriptures or the power of GG At the resurrection people will
neither marry nor be given in marriage; they willlize the angels in
heaven.>! But about the resurrection of the dead—have you ndtwat
God said to you?? ‘| am the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the
God of Jacob®™ ? He is not the God of the dead but of the livifgWhen
the crowds heard this, they were astonished at his tgachin

% Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, theePaayix
together. *®> One of them, an expert in the law, tested him with ghiestion:
36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in gve? 3" Jesus
replied: * ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heartdawith all your
soul and with all your mind® This is the first and greatest commandment.
39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yolirsé® All the
Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.”

Discussion Questions

Have you ever missed something completely obvious?
How did you feel after someone pointed it out?

What is Jesus teaching in verses 15-227?
What is Jesus teaching in verses 23-33?
What is Jesus teaching in verses 34-407?

Do you see something in common in all theses stories?

What are all the religious leaders missing?
Why are they missing it?

What are some of the causes of spiritual blindnessy?

How can we make sure we don’t suffer this blindness in the
church?
How about in our own lives?



