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Matthew 21:18-27

% In the morning, as he was returning to the cigy, h
became hungry™® And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he
went to it and found nothing on it but only leavésd he
said to it, May not fruit ever come from you agaiiind
the fig tree withered at once.

2“When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying,
“How did the fig tree whither at once?* And Jesus
answered them, “Truly, | say to you, if you havighfand do
not doubt, you will not only do what has been dtmthe fig
tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Bectakip and
thrown into the sea,’ it will happerf> And whatever you
ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have fdith.

3 And when he entered the temple, the chief prieasts
the elders of the people came up to him as he egahing,
and said, “By what authority are you doing theseg$, and
who gave you this authority?* Jesus answered them, *I
also will ask you one question, and if you tell the answer,
the 1 also will tell you by what authority | do $ethings.*
The baptism of John, from where did it come? Fhamaven
or from man?” And they discussed it among thenesglv
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say t®, dWhy
then did you not believe him?® But if we say, ‘From
man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hthat John
was a prophet.”” So they answered Jesus, “We do not
know.” And he said to them, “Neither will | telbw by
what authority | do these things.”

Discussion Questions

Has anyone ever asked you a trick question?
What did you do?

Does this fig tree story seem odd to you? Why?
Why do you think Matthew (and the Holy Spirit) wanted us to
hear this story of the fig tree?

Reread verses 21-22. What do these verses mean to you?
Are they exciting, confusing, difficult?
What do you think Jesus is saying with these verses?

What are the religious leaders trying to do with this qoa$ti
Why did Jesus respond as he did?

How do you understand the religious leaders’ reluctance to
answer Jesus’ question?
What does it tell you about them?

What do we take away for our faith from these stories?



