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Malachi 3:7-16
7 From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says the Lord of hosts. But you say, ‘How shall we return?’ 8 Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, ‘How have we robbed you?’ In your tithes and contributions. 9 You are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing me, the whole nation of you. 10 Bring the full tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. And thereby put me to the test, says the Lord of hosts, if I will not open the windows of heaven for you and pour down for you a blessing until there is no more need. 11 I will rebuke the devourer for you, so that it will not destroy the fruits of your soil, and your vine in the field shall not fail to bear, says the Lord of hosts. 12 Then all nations will call you blessed, for you will be a land of delight, says the Lord of hosts.

13 “Your words have been hard against me, says the Lord. But you say, ‘How have we spoken against you?’ 14 You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God. What is the profit of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the Lord of hosts? 15 And now we call the arrogant blessed. Evildoers not only prosper but they put God to the test and they escape.’
Exodus 19:5 - “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine.”

Job 41:11 - “Who has first given to me, that I should repay him?  Whatever is under the whole heaven is mine.”
Psalm 50:10-11

10 “For every beast of the forest is mine, the cattle on a thousand hills. 11 I know all the birds of the hills, and all that moves in the field is mine.”

Deuteronomy 8:17-18 

17 “Beware lest you say in your heart, ‘My power and the might of my hand have gotten me this wealth.’ 18 You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth.”

2 Corinthians 9:5, 7
5 So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to go on ahead to you and arrange in advance for the gift you have promised, so that it may be ready as a willing gift, not as an exaction.  7 Each one must give as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

John 3:16  - For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.

Discussion Questions

What are some things you just don’t like talking about?
Does it depend on where you are and who you’re with?
Is money one of those topics that you don’t like talking about?

How about at church?
Why do you think people are uncomfortable talking about money in church or when it comes to our faith?
Why does God even care what we do with money?

Who does God want me to give the money to?  

What do you think about the ‘tithe’?

Is it too much or too little?

(The average family gives 2.2% of their gross income to church.)

How can we respond to God’s desire that we be ‘cheerful givers’?

What happens when we do become ‘cheerful givers’?
What if we are ‘grumbling givers’?

How does God bless our giving?






