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Malachi 3:16-4:6
3:16 Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the Lord and esteemed his name. 17 “They shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18 Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him.

4:1 “For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2 But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 3 And you shall tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the Lord of hosts.

4 “Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded him at Horeb for all Israel.

5 “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of the Lord comes. 6 And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of utter destruction.”

Zephaniah 1:14-18

14 The great day of the Lord is near, near and hastening fast;

the sound of the day of the Lord is bitter; the mighty man cries aloud there.

15 A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish,

a day of ruin and devastation, a day of darkness and gloom,

a day of clouds and thick darkness,

16
a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities

and against the lofty battlements.

17  I will bring distress on mankind, so that they shall walk like the blind,

because they have sinned against the Lord;

their blood shall be poured out like dust,

and their flesh like dung.

18  Neither their silver nor their gold shall be able to deliver them

on the day of the wrath of the Lord.

In the fire of his jealousy, all the earth shall be consumed;

for a full and sudden end 

he will make of all the inhabitants of the earth.

Romans 3:21-24

21 But now the righteousness of God has been manifested apart from the law, although the Law and the Prophets bear witness to it— 22 the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 

Discussion Questions

Have you ever faced a task that looked like it was impossible?
Did you attempt the task anyway?

What made you try?
Does living a Christian life ever seem like one of those impossible tasks?
Why or why not?
After looking in Malachi at all the things God is telling them that they are doing wrong (and in turn speaking to us), do you feel that there is any of those areas you need to work on?
Does it seem like a big task?

Is it possible to do all of this on our own?

Why or why not?

If it is impossible, why does God ask it of us?

What do you think when you read all the passages about God’s judgment?

The next book of the Bible after Malachi is the Gospel of Matthew.  How do things change in the next book?

What difference does Jesus make?

How can talk about judgment and failure lead to hope?
How do you live that hope and share that hope with others?







