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Malachi 2:1-9
1 “And now, O priests, this command is for you.  2 If you will not listen, if you will not take it to heart to give honor to my name, says the Lord of hosts, then I will send the curse upon you and I will curse your blessings. Indeed, I have already cursed them, because you do not lay it to heart.  3 Behold, I will rebuke your offspring, and spread dung on your faces, the dung of your offerings, and you shall be taken away with it.  4 So shall you know that I have sent this command to you, that my covenant with Levi may stand, says the Lord of hosts.  5 My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him. It was a covenant of fear, and he feared me. He stood in awe of my name.  6 True instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips. He walked with me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity.  7 For the lips of a priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth, for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.  8 But you have turned aside from the way. You have caused many to stumble by your instruction. You have corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the Lord of hosts,  9 and so I make you despised and abased before all the people, inasmuch as you do not keep my ways but show partiality in your instruction.”

Luke 17:1-2
1 And he said to his disciples, “Temptations to sin are sure to come, but woe to the one through whom they come!  2 It would be better for him if a millstone were hung around his neck and he were cast into the sea than that he should cause one of these little ones to sin.”
James 3:1

Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.
Acts 17:11

Now the Bereans were of more noble character than the Thessalonians, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.
Discussion Questions

Have you ever believed something that wasn’t true?

Why did you believe it?

How did you feel after you found out the truth?
How do people choose who to believe?

Can you believe anyone?

How do you choose who to believe?
What should we expect out of leaders in the church?

What does God expect?

How do we balance respect for the leaders God places in the church with the responsibility to ensure they are teaching and leading in truth?
What does it mean that ultimately we are responsible for our own faith?
What does that say about church leaders? the church? us? God?
What can you do to ensure you’re hearing and learning the truth?

Who will help you with this?






