Waking Up Our Faith
Waking Up Our Relationships
November 11, 2007

Malachi 2:10-16
10 Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us? Why then are we faithless to one another, profaning the covenant of our fathers? 11 Judah has been faithless, and abomination has been committed in Israel and in Jerusalem. For Judah has profaned the sanctuary of the Lord, which he loves, and has married the daughter of a foreign god. 12 May the Lord cut off from the tents of Jacob, any descendant of the man who does this, who brings an offering to the Lord of hosts!

13 And this second thing you do. You cover the Lord’s altar with tears, with weeping and groaning because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. 14 But you say, “Why does he not?” Because the Lord was witness between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your wife by covenant. 15 Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your youth. 16 “For the man who hates and divorces, says the Lord, the God of Israel, covers his garment with violence, says the Lord of hosts. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.”

Matthew 22:37
37 And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.”

Matthew 5:34-37

34 But I say to you, Do not take an oath at all, either by heaven, for it is the throne of God, 35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the great King. 36 And do not take an oath by your head, for you cannot make one hair white or black. 37 Let what you say be simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything more than this comes from evil.

Psalm 15:2-4
2 He whose walk is blameless and who does what is righteous,


who speaks the truth from his heart 

3 and has no slander on his tongue, 


who does his neighbor no wrong and casts no slur on his fellowman, 

4 who despises a vile man but honors those who fear the LORD

who keeps his oath even when it hurts
Discussion Questions

Think to yourself: how many people do you trust?
How may people do you trust with your secrets?

How many people would you trust with your life?

What happens to a relationship once trust is broken?

Is it ever the same?

Why do you think God has so much to say about being “faithless” here?

Do we have an obligation to be trustworthy with everyone?

What if they don’t deserve it?

What if it costs us too much?

God mentions following other Gods and breaking marriage vows as examples of being faithless.

What other examples of faithlessness do you see?  
What is the cause of it?
What is God saying in the final words of verse 16, “So guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless.”?

What is God calling us to do today?
In our relationship with Him, with our spouses, with our family, in our church?







